The World Wireless Beacon 


Newsletter of the 


Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc., 
P.O. Box 86, Geyserville, CA 95441 - USA 


Vol. 7 No. 1 


March 1995 


USCG TO CLOSE DOWN) H.F. CW 


One Month Remains 
CHESAPEAKE, VA: 


U.S. COAST GUARD MASTER 
STATION ATLANTIC/NMN/ 
WILL CEASE MORSE CODE 
OPERATIONS 01 APRIL 1995. 


FINAL MESSAGE 


A FINAL MESSAGE WILL BE 
BROADCAST 01 APRIL 1995 AT 
0001 UTC (Friday, 31 March at 1901 
EST) ON FOUR FREQUENCIES: 
5,870, 8,471, 12,7185 and 16,976 KHZ. 


NMN will issue a special certifi- 
cate to those who copy the clos- 
ing message. 


To obtain the certificate, submit 
copy of messsage to: 
USCG CAMSLANT c/o NSGA 


NORTHWEST, CHESAPEAKE, VA. 
23322 ATIN: TC3 S. MORALES 


SEeeeegeeeeEeERSEEESEESEKE EE EE 


The Editor received the following note 
from Mr. Morales: 


"NMN is the only military station on 
the East Coast still working CW on 
the HF bands. . ." 


In February, 1995, NMN was 
continuing its CW _ broadcasts of 
weather and navigation bulletins and 


daily code practice "drills" on 5,870 
KHz at 0200 UTC. Coast Guard 
stations NMC near San Francisco, CA 
and NMO, Honolulu, HI also were 
maintaining HFCW schedules but will 
end them 1 April, 1995. 


NMN will host a closing ceremony 
meeting at its operational site at 1800 
EST on 31 March prior to transmitting 
the close-down message. SOWP 
President Kelleher is planning to 
attend. Other interested organizations 
are expected to send representatives. 


An Editorial 


"It was the best of times - it was 
the worst of times." - may be an 
appropriate way to comment on the 
U.S. Coast Guard’s abandonment of 
the HF CW service it has maintained 
for many, many years. 


The Coast Guard deserves commen- 
dation for regular broadcast schedules 
for the North Atlantic Ice Patrol, its 
weather broadcasts and Notices to 
Mariners via HF CW. These have 
recently included warnings about 
piracy in Caribbean and Pacific waters. 
Coast Guard communications stations 
have also provided two-way HF CW 
service to vessels originating AMVER 
and weather "OBS" traffic. 


The Coast Guard will probably 
continue these activities by means of 
“new technology” communications 
modes for a period of time. But this is 
a time of "down-sizing” government 
services, turning them over to the 
private sector. 


HFCW services and automated 
communications are already being pro- 
vided and will be continued by com- 
mercial coastal radio stations until at 
least February, 1999, the starting date 
for full GMDSS service. But the 
advent of GMDSS does not mean that 
all vessels, especially those of “third 
world" nations, will cease using CW. 
Like so many other transitions, it is 
expected that complete changeover to 
automated systems will span a number 
of years beyond 1999. 


CW FOREVER 


Time marches on, but it is hoped 
that private sector stations will be 
adequate to handle any distress - 
emergency which may arise after cessa- 
tion of HF CW service by the USS. 
Coast Guard and other governments. 
We think, however, that ships of all 
nations would be better -and more 
safely- served if CW services were kept 
available as a “last-resort” communica- 
tions method. 


Library - California Historical Radio Society 


GMDSS FALSE ALARMS 


By Russ Latimer, 2521-V, VE1BPP, 
Retired Radio Officer, Canadian Mer- 
chant Marine. 


The relatively new Global Marine 
Distress Safety System (GMDSS) for 
marine distress signalling from ships at 
sea via SATCOM, is replacing the 
seemingly outdated method previously 
used by ship Radio Officers on 500 
khz. (600 M) and the International 
Morse code (CW) mode. 


But GMDSS is demonstrating that it 
has problems of enormous and alarm- 
ing proportions, when one considers 
the reported number of false alerts 
transmitted from ships at sea and 
received by Maritime Rescue Coor- 
dination Centres (MRCC) ashore. 


While there does not appear to exist 
a global clearing-house for the numeri- 
cal calculation of GMDSS false alerts, 
the MRCC at Falmouth, England, a 
single reporting station, reports that in 
1992 about 982 % of distress alerts 
were ‘false’ - or, of the 650 alerts 
received, only 12 were ‘real’. In 1993 
the number of alerts received were 860 
(more than 16 a week) of which all but 
26 were false alarms, or about a 97 % 
false alert rate. 


Where does this place the mariner 
with regard to Search and Rescue 
(SAR)? Lifesaving SAR and the 
Intergovernmental Maritime Organiza- 
tion (IMO) in the United Kingdom 
have indicated the urgency by sound- 
ing the stark warning, using tough, 
strong language, that the SAR system 
is clogged, that it has slowed to a 
snail’s pace due to the sheer weight 
and volume of false distress alerts now 
being ‘raised’ via GMDSS and unless 
the situation is alleviated, SAR service 
as mariners have come to know it, will 
grind to a shuddering halt and the 
continued existence of this life-saving 
facility will be severly threatened. 


This alarming development is nothing 
short of a frightening revelation, fol- 
lowing several years of huge expendi- 
tures for research and development 
within the INMARSAT system and 
large capital investments in equipment 
by ship owners, in order to comply 
with the demands of the proponents of 
‘change’. 


As one studies reports of the 
apparent causes of GMDSS false 
alerts, one is left with the firm conclu- 
sion that a goodly number of sophisti- 
cated and expensive ‘toys’ have been 
installed on a ship’s bridge that can be 
grossly misused or tinkered with at will 
by inexperienced and irresponsible per- 
sonnel. 


The list of common explanations and 
reasons given for the transmission of 
false alerts is, in my opinion, a ridicu- 
lous litany of weak and childish excuses 
such as - 


1. A measure of how well the system 
works. 2. It triggered inadvertently. 
3. Equipment designed for non-special- 
ists. 4. Misuse of equipment. 
5. Pressing the computer ‘return’ key 
when testing software. 6. An officer 
unfamiliar with certain equipment. 
7 (Leaned’ -on Sthes termina: 
8. Dropped a book on the keyboard. 
9. Cleaning and dusting and it went 
off. 10. Test procedure not comple- 
ted and the alert timed out. 


Electronic Positioning Indicator 
Radio Beacon (EPIRB) false alerts 
have been caused, for example, when 
painting the retaining housing, the 
device is removed from its bracket- 
mounting and placed on deck with the 
heavy-end down, thereby inverting it 
and causing it to transmit. This is 
coupled with many other asinine rea- 
sons for transmission of false alerts. 


On a global basis, an MRCC handles 
from 30 to 50 EPIRB alerts per day of 
which only a small percentage are 


genuine distress cases. For example, in 
Canada in 1991, the system processed 
519 EPIRB alerts with the successful 
resolution of 53 actual distress calls. 
The remainder, about 99%, were false 
alerts. Some strange and unreason- 
able tales have been related as a result 
of the foregoing. 


Design deficiencies appear to account 
for a minor part of the root-causes of 
some of these problems. A_ simple 
arrangement of sealed ‘POWER ON/ 
TRANSMIT” switching, for example, 
could be fitted into the GMDSS equip- 
ment and a water-activated cell would 
trigger the EPIRB set only when it is 
thrown overboard, similar to the way 
the white canopy light functions on an 
inflatable liferaft. This doesn’t seem 
like 1990’s high-tech, but neither does 
a 97% ‘false alert’ rate. 


One wonders why, when considering 
the extreme seriousness of the Safety 
of Life At Sea (SOLAS) Convention, 
a General or Restricted Operator’s 
Certificate, which comprises only a 
week ot two of shore training for 
compliance, is the total requirement 
for operating this elaborate and sensit- 
ive equipment. Something within the 
system is terribly remiss. It seems as 
though volume marketing and the 
almighty dollar reign as king. 


All GMDSS alerts, whether real or 
false, must be followed up and acted 
upon primarily to ascertain that they 
are genuine. This may take anywhere 
from 20 minutes to several days. One 
reported incident took 56 hours to 
finally resolve. It involved LSAR 
authorities in the U.K, Mexico, 
Greece and the U.S.A. When global 
detective-work fails to differentiate a 
false from a real signal, SAR is forced 
to swing into action with search air- 
craft costing thousands of dollars per 
hour to operate. Other costs are also 
important. (Continued - Page 3) 


GMDSS FALSE ALARMS 
From Page 2 


Whether the cost is measured in 
money, manpower or morale, the 
penalty is unacceptable. 


Although they thus far have had no 
voice in the matter, the loss of a highly 
efficient system that mariners have 
dependably used, (600 meter medium 
frequency and sometimes high fre- 
quency) shipboard wireless in the 
(CW) mode, coupled with the prompt 
dispatch of SAR designated ships and 
aircraft, may become unacceptable to 
mariners. 


While the promoters of ‘change’ are 
on their never-ending quest as we 
enter the 21st. century, they would do 
well, and perhaps provide a more 
beneficial service to humanity, if they 
would reconsider, in this case, the 
nearly flawless system used to report 
and position distress incidents at sea 
during the long era which preceded 
GMDSS, beginning with ‘Baltic’ and 
“Titanic” several decades ago. 


This was an era when the ship’s 
Radio Officer was rigidly trained over 
an extended time-period in all aspects 
of marine radio communications. 
Approval was granted, by way of a 
profiency certificate, only after success- 
ful completion of a thorough examina- 
tion. 


Upon his joining a ship there was 
rarely a thought or question of his 
capability or who was in charge of the 
ship’s radio station. The distress 
frequency was monitored 24 hours a 
day by the operator or the automatic 
alarm system. Break periods from 
regular transmissions were made to 
listen for distress traffic twice per hour 
and the Radio Officer was always on 
call. In many years at sea in this 
capacity, never did I hear of an SOS 
signal not being received and acted 
upon with haste. 


My recent study of the current 
reports on the apparent failure in 
principle of GMDSS strikes me as 
being ludicrous in the extreme. When 
only about 2 or 3 distress cases in a 
hundred are ‘real’ it is reasonable to 
assess the detrimental impact on SAR 
services’ morale and general interest. 
The idea of urgency quickly ebbs and 
the ‘cry wolf’ syndrome and apathy 
begin to take over. 


Perhaps the advocates of ‘change’, in 
this instance, should reconsider their 
position and bring about yet another 
change by reinstating the ever-trusty 
Radio Officer and his/her never-fail 
‘obsolete’ CW equipment in the know- 
ledge that when required, the call will 
be genuine and positive action will 
follow. 


(Editor’s Note: Despite the poor 
GMDSS performance record, most 
ship owners are primarily motivated to 
save maintenance costs and Radio 
Officer salaries. We wish it were 
otherwise, but unless there is a serious 
sea disaster before final implemen- 
tation of GMDSS, it is unlikely that 
equipment designs or training of 
marine personnel will markedly 
improve. Manual radiotelegraph dis- 
tress alerting from ships at sea will 
almost certainly not be preserved. ) 


"It’s so nice to know SOME- 
BODY is still in there pitching!” | 


*...-Lhe GMDSS scam..." 
By Keith D. Collins, 4986-M, K1BTD 


"...What has been most disappointing 
to me is that the rank + file Radio 
Officers never banded together to 
voice opposition and gain public sup- 
port. Crying within the RO ranks is 
not getting the word to that quarter 
which has the most numbers, THE 
PUBLIC... 


"..Lhe basic issue [of shipboard 
maintenance] has always been money, 
not technology (as the opposition 
wants the world to believe). A single 
circuit board in a radar goes for 
$5,000. What shipping company is 
going to maintain adequate on board 
spares to keep a tech busy seven days 
a week? I spent five years on 
missile-tracking ships operating on the 
Eastern Test Range. The logistics, 
expense and man-hours required to 
maintain spares on an electronic-orien- 
ted ship is not a minor consideration.... 


"...500 KHz CW continues to perform 
well in high seas emergencies (as 
recent events show, most notably the 
ACHILLE LAURO/IBHE - sink- 
ing,...the initial call for help was on 
$00; any assistance in the aftermath 
was a result of that 500 KHz call.) 


"The high-tech modes should be 
utilized for the more mundane and 
detailed, lengthy traffic encountered in 
day-to-day operations. 


"Over the years the RO has develo- 
ped a reputation as being a ‘loner’. 
Considering the lack of organized rank 
+ file opposition to the GMDSS 
scam, this appears to be the unfor- 
tunate case." 


(Editor’s Note: Mr. Collins sent us 
telex logs he received Nov. 30, 1994 
aboard ship from RCC Stavanger 
(Norway). They clearly document that 
ACHILLE LAURO’s initial distress 
call was made on 500 KHz.) 
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PTS 


178(124+54) 


110(86+24) 
105(904+15) 
103(82+21) 
102(84+18) 
093(78+15) 
092(774+15) 


090(75+15) 
088(73+15) 
084(69+15) 
074(59+15) 
073(55+18) 
069(57+12) 
066(51415) 
064(61+03) 
064(58+06) 
063(57+06) 


057(48+09) 
056(47+09) 
054(54+00) 
053(50+03) 
051(45+06) 
050(50+00) 
049(43+06) 
048(42+06) 
044(38+06) 
042(33+09) 
041(35+06) 
037(31+06) 
036(36+00) 


036(30+06) 


O03: 4031705" 
032(32+00) 
032(29+03) 
030( 30+5C) 
029(29+00) 
028(28+00) 
026(23+03) 
021(21+00) 


016(16+00) 
010(10+00) 


Committce: 


LAST NAME 


a ns a ee 


FIRST NAME 


ESTHER 
THOMAS B. 
ROBERT V 
JACK 
EARL W 
TED 
DENNIS 


CHARLES E 
JOHN 
CHARLES J 
Se Hi 
WILLIAM F 
ROBERT D 
eee 

JOHN H 
JOHN A 
URSULA 


Aviat 
CHRIS 
JOHN 
ARTHUR 
HENRY L 
JOHN 
WILLIAM 
JOE 

DON P 
ROBERT 
S44 Be 
ROBERT R 
GORDON J 
LES 

JOE 


JOHN E 
GEORGE 
RUSSELL F 
LELAND 
TOM H 
WALTER E 
JAKE 
EUGENE W 
JOHN J 
CHARLES 
DON 


FROST 
DE MEIS 
MCGRAW 
LALLY 
KORF 
PHELPS 
SWETMAN 


SPENCER 
VASICAK 
COLEMAN 
RECK 
WERNER 
ELDER 
STEPHENS 
SWAFFORD 
HRUTKY 
SADLER 


NEWBOLD 
WINCEY 
YURICEK 


SCHERMERHORN 


SCHULTZ JR 
MCKINNEY 
JARVIS 
AMICARELLA 
NEWMAN 
MYHRE 
HICKMAN 
KELLY 
TUCKER 
RAUBER 
FLIPSE 


NAGLEY 
LUCCHI 
SCHMID 


on 
SMITH 


HAYMOND 
BRITTON 
OTTEN 
KLEIN 
KELLEHER 
BRELSFORD 
GAGNE 


reba. 


KA4IFF 
K2TD 
W2LYH 
WLHDC 
Reo 
W8TP 
VETET1 


W8PQO 
W9ZEN 
K6ZUR 
N4PS 
W3FYK 
KA2ZNE 
KA4BIJ 
W4HU 
W6EJB 
VP2MT 


W6MMG 
N1IBKR 
W3MAM 
W8FEC 
WI3U 
WOAP 
N2EG 
W7IZE 
W7CO 
AD4XC 
AASWE 
W6MXO 
W7FLF 
AA2FJ 
PA3GNO 


K4AHS 
WONVN 
K2LL 
WSKL 
W8CCN 
W7MN 
KA7OCW 
W4GC 
W4ZC 
K2WW 
W2LID 


LAKELAND 
DELRAN 
RIVERHEAD 
GARLAND 
LINCROFT 
COLUMBUS 
KAMLOOPS 


FENNVILLE 
OGLESBY 
SANTA ROSA 
JACKSONVILLE 
BETHLEHEM 
LIVORPOOL 
TAMPA 
ARLINGTON 
CLEARLAKE 
PLYMOUTH 


BELMONT 
MORRIS 
BRECKENRIDGE 
MALVERN 

ERIE 
DANNEBROG 
FLEMINGTON 
SEASIDE 
SEATTLE 
CROSSVILLE 
COPPERAS COVE 
PACIFICA 
JEFFERSON 
MILL NECK 
NL-4334 AR 
MIDDELBURG 
FALLS CHURCH 
PHOENIX 
NEPTUNE 
HARRISON 
FAIRMONT 

ST HELENS 
VANCOUVER 
NAPLES 
SILVER SPRING 
TEMPE 
BRIELLE 


CANADA 
MI 

IL 

CAS 

EL 

PA 

NY 

FL 

VA 

CA 
MONTSER 
RAT 

CA 

PA 

PA 

OH 

PA 

NE 

NJ 

OR 

WA 

TN 

ahs 

CA 

OR 

NY 
HOLLAND 


VA 
AZ 
NJ 


AR 


WV 
OR 
WA 
FL 
MD 
AZ 
NJ 
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RESULTS of the ANNUAL SOWP INTERNATIONAL OSO ROUNDUP DEC. 8- 10, 1994 
‘TT. K. Phelps, W8TP; J. Kelleher, W4ZC; J. Swafford, W4HU 


SERIAL $ 


S376 
3750 
2356 
3043 
613 

881 

4542 


4058 
1140 
29 
0298 
4528 
4587 
2 D2 
783 

S9EE 
4604 


2407 
3075 
13S 
3868 
4278 
1001 
4560 
4187 
58 
4794 
4968 
2432 
3858 
5000 
3942 


2262 
1704 
4488 
1247 
TA oe 
444 
4929 
4516 
Asce 
61S 3S, 
4727 
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Continued From Page 4 
RESULTS of the ANNUAL SOWP INTERNATIONAL QSO ROUNDUP DEC. 8 - 10, 1994 


009(09+00) ANNY SCHWAGER DEZSL B925 7 GER 3010 
ILLERTISSEN 
006(06+00) PAT OBRIEN K8LEN PEKIN IN 305 
005(05+00) JENS HENRIK NOHNS OZ1CAR BORDING DEN 4084 
001(01+00) RALPH BENSON W1CBT DORCHESTER MA 2107 
The following SOWP members participated in the 1994 Roundup, 
but did not send in logs 
Haube, W30ER Clouser, W8KJP Conley, W8CZR 
Fickas, W6AGN Linscott, WILIc Nurkiewicz, N2DAN 
Melbert, W1FSH Beaton, WE3EBY Chapman, W6VIF 
Benson, W1CBT yo Et ere rele) Evangelista, W3ZIP 
Murre, PA2CHM Rosebury, KA1GEN Shrader, W6BNB 
Lareau, W10FJ Kurdeka, K7DV Brown, W@SDX 
Cavina, I4YTE Bivens, W4RB Clifford, N2PLE 
Dunlap, W2WOE Sivers, VE7XS Anderson, VE7YL 
Fleisher, AA2A Oaks, K7BIF Roeckner, VE7ERA 
Shaw, VE7SR Kennedy, VE7KWK Mahlke, W8QG 
Bruyn, VE3JBW Eckels, W8ZNH Wickstrom, W7GCL 
Ballantine, W8ISU Burton, W7SF Christopher, N60SG 
Palmer, K7EF McKinney, W6PTL Redwood, KAS5HCX 
Oku, W6GRF Werner, W3FYK Hood, W3DXK 
Gleason, W3KW Thringer, HB9BYO McGarthy#? °Wwiyvt 
Brelsford, K2WW Radnay, W1iPL Linder, W1iACL 
sLYMLestys KJ 1T 


Comments on the 1994 SOWP CW Roundup - By Jack Kelleher, 2581-P, W4ZC, Silver Spring, MD 


From the Committee: Judging from 
log entries there were 96 participants, 
but only 47 submitted logs. Don’t be 
bashful, guys and gals! 


Erich, HB9CHE: 51 hours too long 
for so few participants ---above 7.030 
MHz the band in Europe is used by 
SSB and others, so prefer a lower 
segment --- (Note by W4ZC; Erich’s is 
one of several complaints --PA3GNO, 
K2IC, W4ZC, WiHDC --re SSB ORM 
on 40, I suggest we consider 7.025/ 
7.035 on 40 only next year.) 


Don, W7CO, SOWP 58-P: Joined 
SOWP in ‘68, 2 months late for SGP 
suffix. Misses Hank, W1HRQ (so do 
we all, Don). 


John, W3MAM, among others, 
thanks John Swafford, W4HU, 
for"keeping score” on roundup 


participants. 


Several of you mentioned poor band 
conditions. Cheer up, conditions 
should begin to improve in a year or 
two when the SSN starts “up the hill’. 
Meantime, loss of 21 & 28 MHz makes 
3-band contacts more difficult. 


Rusty, K2LL: The members are 
patient, and Rusty had some long 
QSOs with old friends especially 
WiHDC. 


Jens, OZ1CAR: Poor conditions to 
USA, and even to rest of Europe. 


Sam, N4PS, said he thoroughly 
enjoyed his second Roundup. Keep 
coming back, Sam, it gets better. 


Charles, K2WW, had to go to the 
hospital during the Roundup, but 
enjoyed the few contacts he was able 


to make. 


Mac, WOAP, suggests limiting 
contacts to a number reachable by 
several participants, to discourage 
"contesting". 


Pat, K8LEN, suggests we add a 
summer party. 


Bob, KA2ZNE sent us some nostal- 
gic notes on a recent AACS reunion. 


"SP", W8PQO, wonders if his QSO 
with HL9DC (Korea) was the best DX 
of the Roundup. 


A long, newsy letter from Ursula, 
VP2MT, mentions that SSB & other 
QRM made it hard going on 80, 40 & 
20. 


Esther, KA4IFF: As usual it was fun 
meeting old friends -- and new friends 
to look for next year. 


The President’s Column 
By John J. “Jack" Kelleher, W4ZC 


Comments on the future of our 
Society keeping coming in, slow but 
sure, and there are now enough inputs 
for a report and recommendations to 
the Board of Governors, which has 
been drafted and circulated to the 
officers for comment. Until that phase 
is complete, there is nothing new to 
report. That being so, I’d like to share 
with you some information on my 
background as a wireless telegrapher 
in the fixed, point-to-point service. 


Before I finished high school | 
became a ham (W2DSV), and when | 
graduated in 1932, radio was the only 
thing I could think about. I lived in 
Red Bank, NJ, a couple of miles from 
Fort Monmouth, and I enlisted in the 
Army Signal Corps. After a few 
months in battalion radio school | 
could handle about 40 wpm. The War 
Department radio system was in its 
heyday at that time (1933); there was 
an almost-continuous requirement for 
replacement operators -- of which I 
became one. 


In those days the W.D. net was both 
a fixed service and a ship to shore 
service. It provided communications 
between Army posts, camps and 
stations, and also with ships in the 
Army Transport Service. I operated at 
WVB, Fort Sam Houston, San 
Antonio, Texas from 1933 until 1937, 
with a few months off to go school at 
Fort Monmouth and beef up my 
technical background. In 1937 I left the 
Signal Corps for a job with RCA 
Communications in New York, where I 
stayed until late in 1949. 


U.S. military activities were expand- 
ing in 1940 (The U.S. was not yet 
involved in WW-II, but was the 
declared “Arsenal of Democracy”, and 
so I left RCA for a job at the Signal 
Corps Laboratories at Fort Mon- 


mouth, where part of my duties invol- 
ved operating CW in the process of 
testing new military radio gear. 


During 1941 the Laboratories began 
to work with the U.S. Secret Service to 
augment protective communications 
for President Roosevelt. | was assigned 
to that activity (then the White House 
Signal Detachment, WHSD; now the 
White House Communications 
Agency), and stayed with it until the 
end of 1942. 


President Roosevelt made a tour of 
defense installations in September 
1942, and it was decided that en-route 
communications would be necessary. 
Detachment personnel installed HF 
radio equipment in a railroad car 
(Baltimore & Ohio RR Car 1401) 
which became part of the Presidential 
train. The aforementioned tour took 
about two weeks; I operated CW from 
car 1401 for most of the journey. (The 
story of 1401 is told in the 1972 SOWP 
Newsletter and Directory - see Page 
65, “Brass-pounding on wheels - old 
1401, first CW on the President’s 
Special”, by Charles W. Clemens, Jr., 
SOWP 666-PA). 


That was the end of my professional 
radiotelegraphy career, but it left a 
lasting impression -- I have continued 
to pound brass as a ham from that day 
‘til this, and enjoy every minute of it. 


eee ete & 


P.S. I don’t have a complete list of War 
Department radio station calls, 
although I have received quite a bit of 
information from fellow members, par- 
ticularly Roy Bucy, Glen Smith and 
Bob Bowker. If anyone else has a 
complete or partial list, | would appre- 
ciate receiving a copy. Thanks in 
advance. -73... Jack 


The Secretary Says... 
By Waldo T. Boyd, KeDZY 


SOWP greetings to members of the 
Gallups Island Radio Association 
-GIRA. 


We are sending you this Spring issue 
of The World Wireless Beacon for 
Auld Lang Syne, to carry our hearty 
greetings and 73 for a long and 
rewarding association. We have mem- 
bers in common and our goals are 
closely related. Our officers, our 
Editor and I wish you all, on behalf of 
our membership and Board of Gover- 
nors, a healthy and prosperous New 
Year. We hope you'll consider 
sending us your SOWP membership 
application. See Page 19. 


To our regular readers - as you 
check your mailing label, Line 1, for 
your dues date, note also that your 
membership number now leads the 
line. The old A or B prefixed numbers 
are no longer needed. Your member- 
ship number is now our computer 
record number, an improvement made 
possible by a modest increase in com- 
puter extended memory. 


And speaking of your address label - 
if it has a RED DOT, that means as 
of about February 20, 1995, we have 
NOT ‘YET. RECEIVED, YOUR 
DUES PAYMENT for this year. So 
unless we hear from you now, THIS IS 
THE LAST NEWSLETTER YOU 
WILL RECEIVE. 


Technical Associate members will 
notice that their serial numbers have 
been changed: subtract 200 and drop 
the initial digit (5) and there is your 
original number. Certificates and wallet 
cards thus need not be changed, and 
yet the full membership field can be 
sorted for mailing without a separate 
run for Associates. 


(Continued, Page 7) 


The Secretary Says - From Pg. 6 


Use of Internet E-mail is on the 
increase within our membership. For 
this reason the secretary is suggesting 
that our Beacon editor reserve a small 
block of space in each issue for the 
president, secretary, and editors’ Inter- 
net addresses. 


I have made a few tentative 
excursions via the world-wide “Infor- 
mation Highway.” It takes me back to 
the thrill and wonder of my early days 
as a Ham. When you consider that the 
Internet has no rules or regulations, 
and that it operates around the world 
and around the clock and no govern- 
ment owns it nor sponsors it, no 
commercial enterprise has a strangle- 
hold on it, and that it is only in its 
infancy yet already with millions of 
“travelers” thereon, it is a pheno- 
menon unparalled in the modern 
world. It is at once wireless and yet 
wired, as it uses both telephone lines in 
the old sense and satellites in the new 
sense; the telephone wire pairs ori- 
ginally installed for use with analog 
3000-Hz voice frequencies are doing 
almost paranormal duty in carrying 
digital signals involving megahz fre- 
quencies. And Hams have been in the 
forefront of pioneering these modes of 
communication such as AMTOR and 
Packet. 


The absolutely amazing thing about 
it is that it works! -73, Walt 


ARE YOU MOVING? 
Please Let Us Know... 
Before You Go! 


BIG EAR TWO 
Listening for Other-Worlds 
By John Kraus, PhD., W8JK 


In 1976, Dr. Kraus, emeritus 
professor of electrical engineering at 
Ohio State University, an honorary 
member of SOWP, published Ae Zar 
an adventure story of the exploration 
of the universe and the search for 
other-men. 


Now comes Sig Lar Two, the new, 
much enlarged second ediition. It is 
the updated story of the Ohio State 
radio telescope which began scanning 
the Universe in the 1960s. 


This specialized antenna, using a 
parabolic focusing reflector, a 128 
meter ground plane and a tiltable flat 
reflector, is larger than three football 
fields. Dr. Kraus’ account of how it 
came to be and its continued probe of 
space in search of intelligent signals is 


fascinating reading. 


Presented in paperback for $14.95, in 
hard cover for $24.95, postpaid any- 
where, 47g Lar Two may be ordered 
from CYGNUS-QUASAR BOOKS, 
P.O. Box 85, Powell, OH 43065, USA. 


THE OLD OLD 
| TIMERS CLUB INC 


Rook News and Reviews 


By the Editor 


GUNNER’S MATE 


The Action-Packed True Story of the 
Defenders of American Shipping in 
World War II. 


By Bob Galati 


Guaners Mate is the behind- 
the-gun story of the U.S. Navy Armed 
Guard by one of its members: the 
on-ship and on-shore memoirs of a 
largely unsung armed services group. 


"1 joined the Navy to fight the Japs, 
but instead I was heading in the 
opposite direction on a Liberty ship..." 
he says. 


Bob Galati, a young Minnesota 
“landlubber", tells an absorbing, mov- 
ing, humorous, human story of being 
a military crewman aboard  civilian- 
operated American merchant ships, 
sailing to, off-loading and moving 
among foreign ports under air and 
naval assault by enemy forces. 


CGuaner’s Mate, published in paper- 
back at $9.95 plus $2 shipping/hand- 
ling, may be ordered from: 


Bob Galati 
6366 S. Waterton Dr., 
Tucson, AZ 85746 


3191 DARVANY DRIVE 
DALLAS, TX USA 75220-1611 


wcc TODAY 
By Don Gagne, 4727-V, W2LID 


On the day after Thanksgiving, 1994, 
I went out to Chatham, Mass. on Cape 
Cod to visit WCC. I had heard that a 
lot of changes had been made there 
recently. 


Probably because of the holiday, no 
one was present at either the transmit- 
ting or the receiving site. Therefore 
the information included here is based 
on what | observed at each site, and a 
few subsequent discussions with other 
people who have had some contact 
with this old and famous coast station. 


WCC is now remotely operated from 
KPH, near San Francisco, CA The 
remote link is over a Tl light fiber 
terrestrial circuit between San Fran- 
cisco and Chatham. Separate receivers 
are provided for 454 and 500 KHz and 
for the HF frequencies. It is not clear 
to me how the HF receivers are tuned. 
A small satellite dish on the roof of 
the building that formerly housed the 
operator’s positions is used for 
weather information via satellite cir- 
cuits. 


At present there are two technicians 
and one rigger on site. 


At both sites, the grounds seemed 
to be neat and reasonably well main- 
tained. 


At the entrance to the driveway 
leading up to the transmitter building 
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to the marine cammunity 


Looking in a window, there seemed 
to be considerable unused floor space 
in the transmitter room. I understand 
that a few years ago the old 10 kw 
500/436 KHz transmitter was replaced 
by a physically smaller 5 kw transmitter 
made by Henry, Inc., of California. 
Some of the other transmitters were 
also replaced by Henry units. 


WCC TRANSMITTING SITE (November, 1994) 


was a sign warning of the presence of 
“high frequency energy”. 


The transmitting site is located west 
of the town of Chatham on the edge 
of a salt marsh. The transmitters and 
land line terminating facilities are in a 
brick building that seemed to be in 
good shape. Nearby, a small ranch- 
style house, no longer occupied, for- 
merty housed the station manager. 


Out in the marsh is a 300 foot four 
legged tower for 436 and 500 khz. 
Numerous other antennas were obser- 
ved with lots of open wire feeders. 


Receivine Si 


The receiving site is located north of 
the town of Chatham, and includes five 
brick buildings. The buildings appeared 
to be in reasonably good shape 
although some signs of deterioration 
were evident. A four story building 
that formerly provided rooms for 
operators is now used only for storage. 


Two other buildings, one story 
bungalows, provided additional hous- 
ing. They wire quite impressive with 
spacious rooms, a large fireplace, and 


(Continued, Page 9) 


WCC TODAY - From Page 8 


spacious outside porches. They 


appeared to be unused today. 


The fourth building was originally a 
power plant. Nowadays It is used only 
for storage. 


The fifth building housed the operat- 
ing positions, landline terminating faci- 
lities, and administrative offices. Look- 
ing in the windows, I could see some of 
the old operating positions - now 
abandoned. At Position One, a box 
with control switches was upside down 
on the writing surface with loose wires 
hanging from it. 


I saw quite a few rhombic 
antennas, each of which was fed from 
the receiver building by underground 
coaxial cable terminating in a box on 
the pole supporting the end of the 
rhombic. From the box, open-wire line 
went up to the end of the rhombic. A 
large log-periodic antenna was on a 
mast up on the hill behind the receiver 
building. I understand that another 
such antenna is planned pointed at the 
Meditteranean area. A ““T” antenna is 
used for MF receiving. 


A new wooden telephone pole had 
recently been erected part way up the 
hill but nothing had yet been installed 
on it. 


Since no one was around, | couldn’t 
get any more details on the equipment 
at either site. My overall impression 
was that WCC is still very much alive. 
But I couldn’t help but get the feeling 
that this grand old station had seen 
better days. 


P.S. If the tone of my article is a bit 
gloomy, I have accomplished my goal 
of depicting WCC as it has become. 
With four out of five buildings essen- 
tially unused, the station is a shadow 
of its former self. 


KPH ~ WCC: Editor’s Report 


Don Gagne’s on-site report of WCC 
gives us a look at the physical con- 
dition of a venerable U.S. marine 
coastal station, which for many years 
was a part of RCA/Radiomarine Cor- 
poration (RMCA). The present MCI 
management of the two-station link- 
up is now controlled from near San 
Francisco, CA and has issued infor- 
mation bulletins for today’s custo- 
mers. Here are excerpts: 


“Radio Marine, A Brief History 


Radio ’PH’ was founded in 1904 in the 
Palace Hotel in San Francisco by 
DeForest Wireless Telegraph Co., 
whose founder, Lee De Forest, inven- 
ted the vacuum tube. Radio ’PH’ 
remained at the Palace Hotel until the 
fall of 1906 at which time it was 
relocated in the Union Trust building 
by the Occidental and Oriental Wire- 
less Telegraph Co. That building, 
along with the "Old PH’ was destroyed 
by the 1906 earthquake. However, the 
station was resurrected, its callsign 
internationalized to KPH, and in 1912, 
joined the Marconi Company with 
Cape Cod Radio ’CC’, which was also 
founded in 1904. Together, KPH and 
WCC continue to operate (24 hours a 
day) with the spirit of those pioneer 
radio stations in the world-wide con- 
temporary network of maritime com- 
munications... 


"WHAT SERVICES ARE AVAIL- 
ABLE AT EACH COASTAL 
STATION? 


1. Fully Automatic Radio Telex 
SAFEMarine (tm) Mailbox Service 
(Shore to Ship) 2. Fully Automatic 
Radio Telex Service (ATOR) (Ship to 
Shore) 3. Radio Marine Telegram 
Service MF and HF (CW) (Ship/Shore 
- Shore/Ship 4 Radio Telex ATOR 
HOTLINE Service (Shore to Ship) 
and $ INMARSAT for Satellite ope- 
rations... 


"..Lhe charges for sending and 
receiving a Radio Telex (message) to 
and from ships within the U.S. main- 
land are $2.45 (per minute) with a 
one-minute minimum... 


"Traffic lists...indicate all the mes- 
sages that each station has on hand 
for delivery to ships at sea...consisting 
of the ships call signs...transmitted on 
designated frequencies for ships to 
copy via either CW telegraphy or 
Radio Telex (ATOR)... 


“Charges for marine telegrams (per 
word) are $.54 via Chatham Radio 
(WCC) and $.60 via San Francisco 
Radio (KPH)... 


"INMARSAT provides fully auto- 
matic and store and forward satellite 
communications 24 hours daily, 7 days 
a week, with ships at sea...equipped 
with satellite shipboard terminals." 


There are four land earth stations, 3 
in the U.S. which transmit MCl-ori- 
ginated INMARSAT calls. Two serve 
the Atlantic Ocean area; two serve the 
Pacific Ocean. MCI calls to ships in 
the Indian Ocean are routed via a land 
earth station in Norway.) 


INMARSAT automatic radio-telex 
rates per minute (one minute mini- 
mum) cost $5. Store-and-forward 
telex rates, also with one-minute mini- 
mum, cost $4.79. Rates to ships in the 
Indian Ocean range from $7.47 to 
$7.83 per minute, one minute mini- 
mum. Telephone calls to ships via 
INMARSAT cost $9.99 per minute. 


In our next issue we hope _ to 
describe GLOBE WIRELESS, which 
operates linked coastal stations, KFS, 
Palto Alto, CA ., WNU, Slidell, LA, 
and VCT, Newfoundland, Canada. 
Construction and installation is under- 
way at additional sites in Hawaii, New 
Zealand and Sweden. Independent 
stations WLO, Mobile, AL and WSC, 
Tuckerton, NJ are also active. 


CANADIAN AERADIO 


By David H. Roberts, 3139-M, 
VE6XY Grande Prarie, Alberta, 
Canada 


I recently saw a photo of a modern- 
day PV500 radio transmitter which 
brought back memories of operating a 
PV500, of WWII era design. 


I operated a PV500 transmitter for 
the Department of Transport - Air 
Services in Fort Good Hope. North 
West Territory from 1960 to 1963. This 
was a WWII vintage machine that does 
not quite resemble the modern type. 


First, a brief history. In 1923 the 
Canadian Military (Army) established 
a wireless network from Edmonton, 
Alta., to Aklavik, N.W.T. Stations of 
that time were the following in 
Alberta: Edmonton-(Calder)/VED, 
McMurray/VES, Embarras Portage/ 
VEP, Fort Chipewyan/VET, and these 
in the N.W.T.: Fort Smith/VEG, Fort 
Resolution/VEH and others, to Akla- 
vik/VEF. 


About 1932, Aklavik became a house- 
hold word in Canada, as Albert John- 
son, the mad trapper of Rat River, was 
inflicting carnage on the local trappers 
of that area. The RCMP from Aklavik 
got involved with scme disastrous 
results. Later, with some personnel 
from the radio station, the search was 
pressed on; eventually at least one of 
the radio people was wounded and 
some of the RCMP officers were hurt 
and at least one was killed. It wasn’t 
until Wop May, a famous Canadian 
aviator, was engaged, that Johnson was 
brought to bay. 


By the 1950's, air traffic to the 
MacKenzie area was growing by leaps 
and bounds. About this time, the 
Department of Transport took over 
this wireless system from the Army. In 


June, 1960, when I arrived in Fort 
Good Hope, the following stations 


were on line. In Alberta: Edmonton/ 


VFE and in the N.W.T., Fort Smith/ 
VFF3, Hay River/VFH3, Yellowknife/ 
VFY2, Fort Simpson/VF??, Wrigley/ 
VFW?, Norman Wells/VFN8, Fort 
Good Hope/VFF5 and Aklavik (later 
Inuvik)/ VFA6. 


diameter. To the left of the PV500 
were two AT3 HF transmitters. 


The PV500 was a 4-channel MOPA 
transmitter. Only two channels were 
used, 157 kHz point-to-point (CW) 
and a 183 kHz aeronautical beacon - 


PV500 - Front- Cabinet open, Band Switch at left. Two 810 P.A. 
tubes, top rack; One 810 oscillator below 


Up to this point the Department of 
Transport had not refurbished all of 
the new stations in their system. Fort 
Good Hope, for instance, did not have 
a remote transmitter site separate 
from a remote receiver site. ALL of 
the equipment was in one small 
room!!! 


The AR88 receivers were piled at 
the head of the operating position. 
Just over an arm’s length away to the 


right was the PV500. Between the 
500 and the wall was placed the 


large loading coil, some two feet in 


unmodulated. It consisted of one 810 
tube as the master oscillator and two 
810’s as PA...that was the sum total. 
The band switch was handcranked and 
chain driven. 


Once a frequency had been selected, 
the frequency selection chart of the 
manual was consulted and very care- 
fully one would select the correct 
graph. Then information for the 
amount of capacitance and configu- 
ration of strapping them in would be 


known. Also, information on setting 
the coil taps and approximate setting 
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of the tuning dial would be shown. A 
frequency standard set to the fre- 
quency required would be turned on. 
With succesive depressions of the 
morse key and careful tuning of the 
dial, the transmitter would be brought 
to zero beat with the standard. This 
was done with the transmitter on low 
power. With the frequency in, full 
power was applied and with more 
keying, one had to very carefully and 
painstakingly find the correct point on 
the loading coil to connect the trans- 
mitter lead to 300 watts. The LF 
transmitter antenna was an end fed 
‘long wire’ type. 


When a transmission was to be 
engaged in, all the receiver gains had 
to be turned completely down with 
exception of the aeronautical receiver, 
which was left at a low level. When the 
transmitter was keyed, the receivers 
Virtually left the desk and the loud 
noise would have been untenable un- 
less RX gain had been decreased 
substantially. On occasion, the Dew 
Line pilots would request the beacon 
be turned on for a period of time, up 
to four hours or more. This left the 
station virtually immobilized and you 
might hear an aircraft calling through 
the din. There was nothing else to do 
at this juncture but watch the equip- 
ment, and if you ventured too close to 
the open window and touched the 
metal screen with your nose...it was 
very uncomfortable! You jumped away 
quickly! 

The AT3 transmitters were crystal 
controlled and had two voice frequen- 
cies each and were also set at 300 
watts. Transmitter One used 5680 kHz 
for air/ground operations, 5940 kHz 
for communications with the MacKen- 
zie River commercial freight haulers 
and the Department of Transport 
-Marine tugs. The commercial haulers 


were Northern Transportation Com- 
pany Ltd., NTCL, Yellowknife Trans- 
portation Company Ltd., YTCL and 
Streeper Bros. out of Fort Nelson, 
B.C. The DOT - Marine tugs patrolled 
the MacKenzie River system con- 
stantly during the shipping season, 
finding and marking safe channels. 
This was later to become part of the 
Canadian Coast Guard. 


Transmitter 2 had 4840 kHz for oil 
or construction companies etc, to com- 
municate with DOT Aeradio stations. 
The other transmitter was in the 5 
MHz band which provided a shortwave 
point-to-pont wireless frequency that | 
had no cause to use. The 3 voice 
frequencies used A3 emission and the 
antennae were Windom - not a piece 
of co-ax on site! 


I had one ‘maritime’ experience while 
at VFF5. A supply ship in the Arctic 
Ocean was trying to contact Inuvik and 


Norman Wells Radio without success. 
I replied to his call, took his traffic and 
forwarded it on via our circuit. 


This ‘maritime’ experience did not 
qualify me as a coast station operator, 
but I did have the same qualifications 
as they did, that is my Certificate of 
Proficiency - Second Class - Marine. In 
those days that Certificate was a basic 
requirement before being hired by the 
Department of Transport - Air Ser- 
vices. Anyway it was an enjoyable 
diversion apart from the usual daily 
routime. 


The PV500 of that day seems like a 
‘bucket of bolts’ type of machine in 
light of of today’s technology, but 
considering the era it was working in, it 
functioned very well. 


73, Dave 
- SOWP 3139M VE6XY 


% 


The Author, OIC, at operating position, AERADIO STATION VFF5 
Fort Good Hope, NWT, 1960 -1963 


A while back I was delighted to 
receive a phone call from member 
Bill Bruyn, VE3JIBW(#1983-V) of 
Nepean, Ontario, in the Ottawa Valley. 
Our chat was followed up by an 
exchange of several letters over the 
months and, always looking for column 
material, I asked Bill if he had any 
anecdotes or special incidents from his 
days at sea that he would be willing to 
share with fellow members. Bill came 
up with a half dozen intriguing titles 
and, as I left the choice to him, he sent 
me a little tale he calls, Noah’s Ark 
and The Chambermaids. I hope we get 
to sample the other stories in time as 
I’m mighty curious about Maiden’s 
Plight in Dark Rotterdam and Tales 
My Grandfather Told Me - to mention 
a couple. 


First though, a little background. 
Bill Bruyn comes from a long line of 
seafaring ancestors from the North 
Sea (Frisian) island of Terschelling in 
the Netherlands. His great-grandfather 
died at sea in 1899 when his ship 
Colombus, a steel three-masted bar- 
que, went down with all hands enroute 
from Java to Delaware. Bill’s grand- 
father served as quartermaster on 
early auxiliary steamers of the Holland- 
America Line, and his father’s career 
as ship’s engineer with the Royal 
Netherlands Steamship Company 
spanned 90 years and two world wars. 


So it was inevitable that Bill turned 
to the sea also. During the late ‘40s he 
began his wireless training at the 
Radio-Holland company school where 
the curriculum included radio, radar 
and navigational aids service and main- 
tenance, weather and nav., ship and 
cargo administration and the Indone- 
sian language! 


An _ Inatroduction 


Buoys and Gulls - by Olive / VETERA 


Bill explains that the system on 
ships of Dutch registry was slightly 
different insofar as operators were 
employed by the Radio company and 
then shipped out to different ships and 
shipping companies. This meant, for 
example, that the operator had to be 
prepared (out of his own pocket) to 
have different types of uniforms for 
different companies, including tropical 
and subtropical dress. 


Although definitely not under union 
contract, there were some constraints 
on the non-radio workload imposed on 
the operator. Without going into much 
detail, Bill explains that the operator’s 
position was basically one of an ‘arms- 
length’ relationship with the shipping 
company and ship’s crew. Despite (or 
maybe because of) this arms-length 
relationship, whenever some problems 
occurred on board even remotely in- 
volving the radio officer, the chance to 
blame the ‘Sparks’ for everything was 
too good to resist - usually in the form 
of good-natured ribbing or scathing 
tongue-in-cheek sarcasm. They really 
could come down hard on the opera- 
tor, with bad reports to the radio 
company; although the latter rarely 
happened. Aside from the radio and 
associated electronics work laid down 
by international and national regula- 
tions, ‘related duties’ were not defined 
although a reasonable amount of 
administrative work was expected. As 
various companies had different rules 
and regulations, there would be dif- 
ferent kinds of ship’s administration 
duties assigned to the operator. 


For example, on the S.E. Asia run it 
was insisted that Sparks did cargo 
control in the deep, dark, dusty cargo 
holds. On the Pakistan-India-Burma 
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run the R/O was expected to arrange 
soccer games with shore clubs and the 
ship’s team - a grave and serious 
responsibility, Bill states. On the Bra- 
zil-Uruguay-Argentina run, the opera- 
tor’s responsibilties included collecting 
outgoing mail at every port, personally 
buying and affixing stamps and mailing 
all pieces at local post offices. In Bill’s 
time Brazilian stamps had no adhesive, 
so he would take his own glue jar and 
brush along as the official P.O. glue 
pots usually had all been stolen! 


Meals and accomodations were not 
too bad in the Netherlands merchant 
navy, varying from exceptionally good 
(Blue Funnel Line) to so-so and 
marginal (tramp ships). The same 
could be said of captains, writes Bill 
(and don’t many of us know it!) One 
skipper let him have four cats on 
board for which he was personally 
responsible...or else. But other cap- 
tains just loved to revile and degrade 
their radio officer...being that they 
were skipper -”next to God” the ullti- 
mate authority. 


Bill got married in ‘54 and a year 
later he and XYL Ria emigrated to 
Canada. He found employment with 
the DOT (Dept. of Transport) as a 
Marine/Aeradio operator serving ‘up 
north’ for a few years before going to 
the Quebec airport as a radar tech. 
This was followed by a time at the 
DOT/DOC labs in Ottawa, after which 
Bill got his engineering papers and 
worked for 15 years in space elec- 
tronics in satellite design and com- 
munications with DOC/NASA. Health 
problems meant a reluctant early 
retirement. . . (Please watch for Noahs 
Ark and the Chambermaids in our 
June, 1995 Beacon.) - 73, Olive. 
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"SOS - Have Fire” 


By Karen McErlane, KR4PR 
2219 Lime Tree Dnve, Edgewater, FL 
32141-4601 


My logs are filled mostly with CW 
contacts. Some contacts are more 
memorable than others, but one this 
past June 15 I will not forget. At 47, I 
am middle aged, but a young ham of 
two years with an Extra Class license. 


Karen McErlane, KR4PR, 
at her station console, 
received the SOS. 


Only an occasional strong signal 
could be heard. It was all stateside. 
Maybe one or two DX stations in 
there, but very weak and unintelligible. 
The dim orange glow from the Yaesu 
FT-101 ZD and the soft hum of the 
muffin fan late at night was more than 
relaxing. I decided to scan 20-meters 
one last time. Half awake, half asleep, 
resting my temple on my left fist with 
elbow on the table, my right hand 
slowly rotating the tuning knob, I close 
my eyes and listen one more time 
down the band. 


A weak signal is heard on 14.018 
MHz. “SOS.” No, I didn’t bear that 
right. Again, I hear, “SOS.” My first 
thoughts, it must be a hoax. Following 
my conscience though, I send “R RR 
DE KR4PR BK.” Why am I the only 
one answering his call? How long has 
he been sending an SOS? Am I the 
only one that can hear him? Where is 
everybody else? Does everybody know 
it is a hoax except me? | turned on the 
light to note the time, 0351 UTC. 


“HAVE FIRE HAVE FIRE PSE 
HELP 35R6 NORTH 3-. Was that a 
last or first digit on that last 3? It’s a 
boat or ship. I am beginning to wake 
up. His signal begins to fade. Gads, 
where’s the pen? I asked for his call. 
His response, “MARU MARU SHIP 
18 PEOPLE 18 PEOPLE.” I let him 
know I understood and asked him to 
“Pse standby and | will call the Coast 
Guard.” Unfortunately, the phone is 
on the other side of the room and 
would not reach near the rig and key. I 
have the Coast Guard on the phone, 
the SOS on the radio and [| am 
somewhere in-between, literally. I gave 
the Coast Guard all the information I 
had at the time along with frequency 
and time. The Coast Guard asked me 
to find out what state he is near. 
“MARU SHIP MARU SHIP, WHAT 
STATE ARE YOU NEAR DE 
KR4PR”? He responds, “LIBERIA.” 
Liberia? He is a Liberian freighter, but 
he is nowhere near Liberia. I am doing 
my best to copy every letter and 
number being sent by the ship. conver- 
sation. ORM in there now. | told them 
I had an emergency, but their QSO 
continued. Again, I reassured the ship 
that help was on the way. They 
thanked me. I continued to try to keep 
them on the air. By now the “big 
guns,” the Miami Region, are also on 
the phone. All information had to be 
repeated again to Miami. They said 
they will try to contact him on that 
frequency. In the meantime, I was to 


ask what his cargo was and where was 
the fire located. I made _ several 
attempts, but no response. All kinds of 
thoughts began passing through my 
mind. Is the ship sinking? Are they no 
longer able to respond? Did the pro- 
pagation run out? Did the equipment 
fail? Are the crew members safe or 
what? Was this real? The people on 
the phone took my name, number and 
call sign. I asked them if they would 
please call me back; I want to know if 
they found the ship and if the crew was 
OK. Two days, then three days go by. 
Again, I wonder if the ship was found. 
I wanted to call Miami, but if they did 
not find the ship, then was it a hoax or 
was there a disaster. If a ship was 
found, I was hoping that it was a hoax 
I had to call Miami to find out. Yes, 
they found the Maru ship the next day. 
All OK. However, the ship had not 
notified anyone that the fire was out 
and that they were underway again. A 
few weeks later, I talked with a ham in 
our club. He is very knowledgeable, a 
ham for many years, and has traveled 
the world. He explained how costly the 
new equipment is for ships to have 
satellite capabilities. Not all ships in 
every country can afford the substan- 
tial expense. I do not know the circum- 
stances surrounding the ship, how 
extensive the fire was, why I was at the 
time at the right place, so to speak. My 
mind is at ease though knowing that all 
turned out well..." 
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Our congratulations to Karen 
McErlane for being a qualified CW 
operator and for 4beiag there when 
needed. Here is another example of 
why Morse proficiency should remain 
a part of international amateur regula- 
tions! - Editor 


(This article and photo quoted from 
ARRL FIELD FORUM , Vol. 10 
No. 4, October, 1994) 


re ES 
CORRECTION PLEASE! 


In our December, 1994 issue, we 
showed Theodore KANGAS, 5102-P, 
W8HV, Ishpeming, MI with an incor- 
rect First Station date. It should have 
read: "1939 CCC Station Operator* - 
Editor. 
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From a Seagoing Member 
to Exec. Sec. Walt Boyd: 


*..We still keep watch on 500 KHz 
and we upgrade ourselves so that we 
are good, if not, very good radar 
servicemen and we stay on top of all 
technology. We can fix most radar 
breakdowns at sea so, so much for 
shoreside maintenance. Most of us 
can fix all kinds of electronics aboard 
ship and we do it frequently. 


"We do obtain new licenses that the 
FCC requires, such as GMDSS Main- 
tenance/Operator, and we intend to fill 
a key role aboard ship as we always 
have done. All is not lost. It’s the old 
story: Keep up the good fight! 


-73, Arne F. Hansen, MREO 
4589-V, KA2MLB, Port St. Lucie, FL. 
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From a relative of a deceased 
member: 


"Please accept the enclosed donation 
in memory of my father, ..who would 
be very proud of your organization as 
it exists today. We enjoy the newslet- 
ter and hearing about the members of 
your interesting and useful Society. 
We certainty wish you well with all 
your future endeavors..." 


(We are most grateful for this and 
similar contributions from members, 
families and friends of SOWP.) 


Incoming Mail 


From Ed Patacchiola, 3235-P, 
WiMCG, Arlington, MA 


”.Being a ham since 1937, I find it 
hard to believe CW is so disliked by 
those who want no code exams. | 
cannot copy SSB or voice due to my 
ears having gone bad from too much 
gunfire when I was on the bridge of my 
DD707 during shore bombardments 
during WW II. 


“] have hearing aids and still have 
problems. In a hearing test to deter- 
mine my hearing acuity, | was given 
100 words by the audiologist and to 
respond with what I heard. Average, 25 
correct. People seem to talk too fast 
for me. 


“I find I have no trouble copying code 
and still can get a solid 40 wpm. Being 
NNNOABB since Navy MARS started 
in 1963, I was assigned net control for 
our area nets which were primarily 
CW. Would you believe 1 have been 
Net Control for all these years; 
nobody came to relieve me. 


“I went to the Veterans Administ- 
ration about my ears and was refused 
any disability claim. The Navy sent me 
to have my ears checked and I now 
have a pair of $2,000 ears thru which I 
get amplified noise - voices - and still 
no help to hear people talking. 


“So on the air, CW is perfect. I find 
that the gain of receivers need help. I 
connect an amplifier to the speaker 
output and run it at maximum, receiver 
gain to a level so RF gain is minimum 
to band noise. This puts receiver RF 
gain at a low level, eliminating it being 
on almost full with RX bareback. I find 
the RX works very well and weak 
signals are not heard until the RF gain 
picks up all the band noise along with 


iN 
the weak signal. I suggest any hard- 


of-hearing ham try this with the extra 
amplifier. 


“One other thing I found to help keep 
peace in the family. Usually, my wife, 
with cat’s ears, puts the TV at low 
volume. I had a problem trying to read 
moving lips on TV. Radio Shack has a 
“Realistic Binaural Amplified Listener” 
which is stereo, about $15. Using 
stereo phones and the listener unit 
placed near the TV and volume set to 
my liking, I can enjoy TV this way. I 
also got a small earphone set that just 
hangs on my ears. This works better 
than by $2,000 hearing aids and sure 
beats the cost at $30. 


“Hope I haven’t bored you. Someone 
as bad off as me my like my findings. 


- 73...Ed Patacchiola, WIMCG 


Overseas Net News 


From Eric Walter, 1536-M, 
HB9CHE: 


Cliff Hartles, 3871-V, DJOOS, has 
taken over NCS for 1995 of the 
Edelweiss Net. Cliff is best located for 
net QSOs on 7,027 KHz at 1015 local 
(Central European) time, on Sunday 
mornings since he is heard by all. 
Most important, he is willing to do the 
job. 


Hans Buehler, 3028-M, HB9XJ, 
former, NCS, often has other obliga- 
tions at this time. Harald Ihringer, 
3630-V, HB9BYO, _ gets low signal 
reports from most participants. The 
“regulars” are HB9BYO, HB9CHE, 
HB9EBH, HB9XJ, DF2SL, DJOOS, 
DKSHE, DL9BF, OZ1CAR and 
sometimes SM7FYK and I4YTE. 
(Many thanks for this timely news, 
Eric... Editor.) 


Kings Point 
Reunion 
Saturday, April 29, 1995 


Reunion for Merchant Marine 
Veterans...Everyone is welcome! It 
doesn’t matter whether you sailed 
before, during or after World War II. 
We will have an interesting program of 
guest speakers and exhibits. Most 
important, you will have a chance to 
swap sea stories with old shipmates. 


Reunion Schedule 
0900 - 1000 Registration & Coffee - 
Museum. 


1000 - 1200 Morning Sessions - 
Samuels Hall. 


1200 - 1230 Reception - Officers Club. 
1230 - 1400 Lunch - Officers Club. 


1430 - 1530 Afternoon Session - 
Samuels Hall. 


1530 - 1700 Wine & Cheese Recep- 
tion - Museum. 


Advance registration received by 
April 26, 1995: $40, ($45 thereafter) 
includes morning coffee, all sessions, 
cocktail party, lunch and wine-cheese 
reception. 


Everyone welcome, tell your ship- 
mates! 


Send Reservations to: 
Museum of the 
American Merchant Marine 
Kings Point, NY 11024. 

*eee & 


WE NEED YOU! 


As readers will note, our member- 
ship rolls need expansion. Whenever 
you can, remind your friends about 
SOWP and the unique place it has in 
the annals of wireless: a prime 
preserver of our history and heritage. 


CRUNCH /-- CRASH t-- RANG/ 


By Leona Wallace, 5272-TA, 
WAGOHB, Las Vegas, NV. 


Dear Editor: 


It wasn’t funny, but this is what 
happened when I went to the Depart- 
ment of Motor Vehicles to have rny 
car registered in Nevada about a 
month after I moved here. 


The lady at the counter said I would 
have to turn in my California plates. 


“Well, they've been on there since 
1976,” I replied, “so I'll probably need 
help to get them off.” 


“She answered, “You have to drive 
around back anyway for them to 
record your engine number, and they’ll 
help you.” 


But the ladies around back didn’t 
even have a screwdriver. They told me 
to drive down to the end of the end of 
the block. V and V Automotive was 
right on the corner and they could 
help me get the license plates off. 


I drove down there and carefully 
parked out of the lanes of traffic going 
in and out of the shop. A mechanic 
got one plate off, then went to get a 
more powerful tool for the other one. 
Just then, we heard this anguished 
screaming. 


‘Somebody HELP ME, - 


PLEASE!” 


I thought a murder was being 
committed on the other side of the 
fence. Then came the sound of the 
fence being crunched, followed by a 
resounding crash! 


A girl bad brought a black Ford 
T-Bird in to order some work done on 
it. She couldn’t start it with the ignition 
key, so she got out of the car and 
hot-wired it. 


The doors on that car lock automati- 


cally when the engine starts. She had 
left it in gear. It took off across the 
street, hit one car a glancing blow, 
went on across the divider, across the 
other lane and off through the sage- 
brush in a big circle. 


Bystanders had stopped traffic by 
then, so no one else was hit as the 
Thunderbird came back across the 
road, across the divider, across 
another lane, took out a section of the 
fence and crashed broadside into my 
parked car! 


The screaming was done by the girl 
running through the sagebrush losing 
both of her slipper-type shoes in the 
process. 


Along with the police to take the 
report came the crew from TV Chan- 
nel 8 Action News. My car and | 
appeared on the five and eleven 
o’clock news and the story was told 
several times on the radio that day. 


Welcome to Las Vegas! 


e**£¢¢¢ 


(Leona Wallace is one of our two 
reader - volunteers who alternate to 
transcribe each issue of the Beacon to 
audio tape for members with visual 
impairment. Many thanks for the 
account of your "True Adventure", 
Leona. - Editor) 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


Once again, your Editor sends "-73 
& TNX", to all our regular and 
occasional contributors. If this paper 
is succeeding, it’s because YOU make 
it happen! And, as before, we could 
not include some intended items. But 
stay tuned., for 


In our next issue we're planning 
to have an intriguing story about one 
of our Swiss members, Hans Buehler, 
3028-M, HB9XJ, who was held against 
his will in Iran for 9 1/2 months. 


SPARKS JOURNAL 


LEGENDS OF THE WIRELESS —" 


By Roy Couzin, W6JET, SOWP Supplies Manager, 151 Waner Way, Felton, CA 95018 


Hello, SOWP friends! This message is mainly directed to those who have become SOWP members 
since 1986, after the regular publication of Sparks /owma/ended. I have the following issues on hand: 


Vol 2 #3, Glass Arm Apr 30 1979 Vol 6 #1, Aviation Radio Sep 22 1983 
Vol 3 #2, Static Room Apr 30 1980 Vol 6 #2, Lee De Forest Dec 20 1983 
Vol 3 #3, NAA - NSS Aug 28 1980 Vol 6 #3, Wireless Pioneers Mar 28 1984 
Vol 3 #4, SOS - CQD #1 Dec 18 1980 Vol 6 #4, Early Stations Jun 27 1984 
Vol 4 #1, Intercom (A) Mar 27 1981 Vol 7 #1, Great Lakes Sep 20 1984 
Vol 4 #2, Bristol Bay Jul 30 1981 Vol 7 #2, Blue Peter Dec 28 1984 
Vol 5 #1, United Fruit Co. Jul 23 1982 Vol 7 #3, Pacific Ocean Mar 28 1985 
Vol 5 #2, Wireless Hall Vol 7 #4, The Wamcats Jun 27 1985 
of Fame Dec 28 1982 Vol 8 #1, Ancient Mariners Sep 20 1985 
Vol 5 #3, Henry Dickow Mar 18 1983 Vol 8 #2, Down East Mar 4 1986 


They are available at $2.50 each, 3 for $5.00 to USA addresses and $3.50 each, 3 for $9.00 to all 
other addresses, plus shipping, in U.S. funds. (Orders from California require 8.25% sales tax) 


Any members (or estates) having copies they wish to donate for resale, please contact Roy Couzin. 
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WELCOME ABOARD 
NEW MEMBERS 


A warm “Welcome Aboard” to the 
following who have joined SOWP 
since our last issue. 


Norman GERTZ, 5107-V, K1AA, 
1005 Nin St., Orlando, FL 32835-5132. 
FS: Signal Center War Department, 
1941-42; USMC, 1942-46 and 1951-53. 
Naval Security Group, Signal Intell- 
igence, 1970-74. 


Roland A. PEEBLES, Jr. BFA 
5108-V, WB6VPY. 6003 Flores Ave., 
Los Angeles, CA 90056-1618 
FS: USS Northhampton. Now with 
MARS, USS Minneapolis Assoc. 


Burton E. SWANSON, 5109-V, 
KB60, 1740 Blue Bonnet Blvd, Bull- 
head City, AZ 86442-6225 (Interested 
in joining nets.) 


Homer N. GIBSON, 5110-V, KB3APS 
P.O. Box 1325, Hermitage, PA 16148 
FS: SS T. Parker/KKSV (Member of 
Gallups Island Radio Assoc.) 


Gordon T. CRAFT, 5111-TA, KJSBN 
Rt. 3, Box 184-A, Cleveland, OK 74020 
FS: USN AEWRON4, 1961 


Fred T. ERSKINE III, 5112-TA, KX3Z 
3509 Castleleigh Rd., Beltsville, MD 
20705 Ph.D., Physics, 1976. 


James E. SINNOTT, 5113-V, 2423 W. 
Gordon Ave., Spokane, WA 99205- 
2451 


Joseph A. MEEHAN, 5114-TA, 
AAIKF, RS5 Box 319, Gardiner, ME 
04345 


Charles R. GALLOWAY, 5115-TA, 
WA6PDW, 2181 Kietzke Ln., Apt. A 
Reno, NV 89502 


Gordon D. HALSTEN, 5116-V, 
KB7ORK, 6058 Tollgate, 
Sisters, OR 97759 


CHANGE of ADDRESS 


ABEL, WILLIAM L., 0942-V, 
VETWIL FROM: S61, C165, RR3, 
Winfield, B.C. TO: 415 Common- 
wealth Rd., Kelowna, B.C., Canada, 
V4V 1P4 


DIEHL, Eber F. Jr., 3647-V, W7AMM 
FROM: PO Box 2026, Sierra Vista, 
AZ 85636 TO: 821 Niagara St. NW, 
Palm Bay, FL 32907-8213 


EVANGELISTA, Albert A. 1686-P, 
W3ZIP FROM: 467 Lincoln Way, East 
Chambersburg, PA 17201 
TO: 2336 Scotland Rd., Chambers- 
burg, PA 17201 


HEMMES, Rene’ T. 2595-P, WE4R 
FROM: 946 Wiggins Pkwy #1321, 
Mesquite, TX 75150 
TO: 9918 Kirkhaven, Dallas TX 75238- 
2221 


LATIMER, R. “Russ” F., 2521-V 
VEIBPP FROM: 63 Johnstone Ave., 
Dartmouth, N.S., Canada 
TO: 7 Parker St., Apt. 606, 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia CANADA 
B2Y 4A5 


POWERS, Aaron B. 2953-P, W6NUM 
FROM: PO Box 1714, Auburn, WA 
98071-1714 TO: 
PO Box 98006 Des Moines, WA 
98198-0006 


PREWITT, Joe, 2142-M, WOTUT, 
FROM: 1126 S. Federal Hwy, #102, 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 TO: PO Box 
18258, Panama City Beach FL 32417- 
8258 


REICHENBACH, Fred 4210-P, 
FROM: PO Box 554, Folsom, CA 


75763-0554 TO: 
254 Montrose Drive, Folsom, CA 
95630-2763 


TURNEY, Donald E., 4289-M, 
WB2EDR FROM: PO Box 102, 
Allen, NE 68710-0102 TO: RR#1, PO 
Box 62-B, Waterbury, NE 68785 


/n Remembrance 
William S. Grenfcll 


William S. (Bill) Grenfell, W4GF 
(SOWP 1617-P) died on January 27, 
1995 at the age of 82, after a long 
iliness. Bill was the editor of the FCC 
Highlights column in Awtoca// from 
May 1971 until the fall of 1991, when 
he had to give it up due to poor 
health. 


Bill was overqualified for the job. His 
career with the FCC began in 1940 
when he took the examination for 
Federal Radio Inspector and trained in 
monitoring techniques at the Portland, 
Oregon monitoring station. He was 
then assigned to Seattle, Washington 
as an Assistant Monitoring Officer for 
the FCC Radio Intelligence Division. 
In 1941 he was transferred back to 
Portland as the Radio Inspector. This 
position covered all classes of radio 
inspection, including ships, broadcast 
stations, and Amateurs on occasion. 


When World War II came along, Bill 
joined the Navy as a Lieutenant(j.g.). 
He completed his radio and radar 
training at MIT, where he graduated 
first in his class, and earned a full 
stripe. Next came two stripes and a 
tour of duty at Navy’s Bureau of 
Aeronautics in Washington, D.C. 


In 1946 Bill left military aeronautics 
and returned to the FCC as a radio 
engineer assigned to the Commision’s 
Frequency Allocation Division. In 1952 
he became Chief of the Amateur 
Branch of the Amateur and Citizens 
Radio Division, where he ably guided 
the course of Amateur Radio in the 
U.S. until he retired in 1971. 


Bill learned the code from the Boy 
Scout Handbook back in 1926. He was 
first licensed in 1930 as W7GE. In 1931 
he upgraded to a Class A license and 
got on ’phone. After earning a BSEE 
at the University of Oregon in 1935, 
(Continued, Page 20, Col. 1) 
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SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP mem- 
bers as they join our Chapter Eternal. 
We send our sincere sympathies to 
those they held dear. 


BANKS, Charles T., 4117-P, K9IS, 
Neenah, WI., 1994. No other details. 
Reported by QCWA. 


BEARDEN, Teddy W., 1845-P, 
WDSADH, E! Paso, TX., Reported in 
QST, Feb. 1995. 


BERNARDINI, Francis. K., 4688-V, 
K6UV, San Diego, CA., 8-31-94 No 
other details. Reported by OOTC. 


BOOKWALTER, Robert L., 5223-TA, 
W4ANWFE. Venice, FL. Reported in 
OST, Feb. 1995 


CABANILLAS, Ralph, 1902-P, W6IL, 
HOLLYWOOD, CA., Jan 27, 1995, 
heart problems, age 85. Member of 
USNR ssince 1930; active duty 1935 to 
1946 as Chief Radio Electrician. 
(Reported by Earl Korf, K2IC) 


CONDRON, Stuart, 4679P, AA6BD 
Ventura, CA. No details. Reported in 
QST, December, 1994. 


ESTEP, Russel A, 80-P, W6AUC, 
Dec. 17, 1994, Belmont CA. Age 92. 
He was Secretary, QCWA Chapter 11 
for many years. (Reported by Alex 
Newbold, 2407-V, W6MMG) 


GALLOWAY, Robert D., 3389-M, 
K6CXB, Yucca Valley, CA., Jan. 11, 
1995. Reported by Mrs. Galloway. 


GRENFELL, Willliam S., 1617-P, 
W4GF, Annandale, VA., January 27, 
1995, after a long illlness. (Reported by 
John J, Kelleher, W4ZC) 


HENNING, Roy C., 1349-P, W6CBN, 
San Mateo, CA., Dec. 7, 1994 from a 
massive stroke. Roy was captured by 
the Japanese December 10, 1941 at 
Guam and spent 46 months in a POW 


camp. (Reported by Alex Newbold, 
2407-V, W6MMG) 


HENRY, Austine (Mrs.) 3468-P, 
VK3YL, Oakleigh, Australia, 9-9-94. 
No other details. 


JAMES, Vir N. 3200-P, WOEY, 
Aurora, CO., 1994. No other details. 
Reported by QCWA. 


KILLEN, Marshall S., 2226-SGP 
VE3KK, died in a nursing home in 
Kitchener, Ontario 3 November, 1994. 
(Reported by his son, Brian.) 


KINTZER, David, 4573-V, W2KC, 
Long Beach, NY., 12-7-94 after 
exploratory surgery. David was Pre- 
sident of VWOA and a representative 
to the Radio Technical Committee for 
Maritime Services (RTCM). In 1951, 
David was a U.S. Army MARS station 
operator with Art Schermerhorn, 
3868-P, W8FEC. 


KLEINKLAUS, Louis J., 196-P 
Manassas, VA., Nov. 11, 1994 of 
Alzheimer’s disease; age 83. Reported 
by nephew: Thomas F. McGowan, PE., 
Atlanta, GA. 


Louis began his career at age 18 as a 
shipboard Radio Officer and worked in 
merchant marine from 1929 to 1940, 
sailing the world from New York. He 
served as General Secretary of the 
Radio Officers Union (ROU) from 
1937 to 1940 and was also Secretary- 
Treasurer of the American Merchant 
Marine Labor Council from 1937-1938. 
In September, 1940, he joined WOXR, 
radio station of the New York Times. 
He rose through the ranks to become 
Chief Engineer, leaving in 1971. Dur- 
ing his tenure at WOXR, the AM 
transmitter in Maspeth, NY was upgra- 
ded to 50,000 watts and the FM 
transmitter and dipole antenna were 
installed in the Empire State building 
in 1065. This inaugurated New York 
City’s first FM stereo broadcasts. 


KOLAKOWSKY, Constant F.. 1608-P, 
N6FVJ, Lancaster, CA. No details, 
Reported by OOTC. 


MAHONEY, William P., 3858-P, 
KBSWN, Austin, TX., Nov. 15, 1994. 
Survived by Mrs. Eunice Mahoney. 
(Reported by Roy S. Miller, 4746-P, 
WSFOZ) 


METZ, Marion A., 0976-P, W7BJG, 
Issaquah, WA, Nov. 27, 1994. Repor- 
ted by his wife, WB7CKJ. 


MOON, Robert B., 149-SGP, W6YN, 
Crestline, CA. (Reported by OOTC) 
No other details. 


MORAN, LtCol. J. P., USAF (ret), 
2672-P, W2EM, age 83, Asbury Park, 
NJ, Jan. 12, 1995. He was a 38-year 
employee of A.T.&T, retiring in 1975. 
His first military radio assignment was 
at U.S. Navy station NID, Boston, 
MA. In World War II, he served in the 
South Pacific 7th Fighter Command 
and landed with the Marines at Iwo 
Jima. (Reported by Earl Korf, 613- 
SGP, K2IC) 


NEWMARCH, Rev. William C., 2236- 
P, K4HRD, Charleston, SC, 1994. No 
details. (Reported by William C. Will- 
mot, K4TF) 


OLSON, Keith, 229-P, W7FS Belfair, 
WA,, Jan. 14, 1995 (Reported by his 
daughter) 


PREBLE, Clyde W., 627-P, WA60LA, 
Mill Valley, CA. (Report from OST, 
Feb. 1995) 


TOBER, Edward, 4889-V, K2AJ died 
in 1993, New York, NY. No other 
details. (Reported by Mrs. Tober.) 


WHITE, Jack H., 1076-P, Wé6SMP, 
San Diego, CA. (Report from QST, 
Feb. 1995) 


WILLIAMS, Clarence S, 3045-V, 
W7JNB, Died in 1994, Renton, WA. 
No other details. (Reported in QCWA 
Journal). 
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SOCIETY of WIRELESS PIONEERS, Iac., 


SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
(This form may be duplicated) 


Mail To: P.O. Box 86. G ille. CA 95441-0086 Serial N 
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE: Date Rec'd 
a al er Apyd By 


FamilyName —«CWGGiiven Name "'Handle' —- Wife’s Name 
Fee Rec’d 
Address or P.O. BoxNo. City/Town!” sa ag Dues Rec'd. 
| Pub.Sent 


State - Province-Country Zip/Postal Code Area Code & Telephone No. 


SOWP MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATIONS (Based on year of first service): Spark Gap Pioneer (SGP) 1915 to 1925 
incl; Pioneer (P) 1926 to 1939 incl; Veteran (V) 1940 to 1949 incl; Member (M) 1950 to date. 


(GIRAMEM/395) 


Grenfell - From Page 17 


Bill worked for the Washington State 
Highway and Police Departments as a 
radio technician, responsible for all 
outside maintenance and installation. 


Bill’s activities were legend. His first 
rig was a 210 oscillator with a slop jar 
rectifier. With this equipment he was 
soon an active traffic handler and avid 
contester and DXer. He took part in 
five separate DX-peditions to Curacao, 
and many of us enjoyed his photogra- 
phy and talk shows of these trips. He 
was a member of the Potomac Valley 
Radio Club since 1953, serving as 
Secretary and Treasurer, and then 
President in 1955. He was a member of 
the A-1 operator’s club; the First Class 
Operator’s Club (FOC) and the FOC 
of England; and held WAC, DXCC 
and WAZ Awards. He was a Life 
Member of the ARRL and an Assis- 
tant Director of the Roanoke Division; 


a Life Member of QCWA; President 
of QCWA Washington D.C.Chapter 
23; and the first President of Vic Clark 
(Northern Virginia) Chapter 91 of 
QCWA; and he held an Extra class 
amateur license. Bill was also an active 
pilot, held a private pilot’s license with 
instrument rating, and owned his own 
aircraft. 


Those of us who knew Bill mourn an 
outstanding amateur and a fine gentle- 
man. -John J. Kelleher 


INTERNET ADDRESSES 


John J. Kelleher, President: 
j-kelleher4@genie. geis.com. @inet# 
Waldo T. Boyd, Executive Secretary: 
w. boyd6@genie.geis.com. @inet# 


Ted K. Phelps, Editor & Publisher: 
t.phelps1@genie. geis.com. @inet# 


EDITOR’S CORNER 


CANADIAN CG KEEPS Cw | 


Just in from Russ Latimer, 2521-V, 
VE1BPP, a report that the Canadian 
Coast Guard will continue MF and HF 
CW communication with ships until 
the year 2000. "CW broadcast services 
to ships from stations such as VCS, 
Halifax, NS and VAI, Vancouver, BC 
have ended,” says Russ. AMVER and 
OBS traffic are still accepted. Voice 
broadcasts and SITOR selcall services 
are continuing, 
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